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life, and I fear they will live long enough, not, indeed, absolutely to ruin
the country, but to bring on disorders and confusion, to put us back, God
only knows how long. We may live to see the Bank of the United States
put down and the judiciary destroyed. "We now see, and feel, too, the
many evils already pressing on us by the misrule of this corrupt, mean, and
wicked Administration.

" I have one consolation : I have done all I could to avert these evils.
"I may avail myself of your kind invitation to write you, and I cer-
tainly will if I can say aught useful or interesting.
" With high respect and regard,

"Your obedient servant,

"A. SPENCER.
" Hon. Daniel Webster."

The ^National Republican Convention, which assembled at
Baltimore, nominated Mr. Clay for the Presidency, with great
unanimity and enthusiasm, and placed the name of John Sar
geant, of Pennsylvania, on the same ticket for the Vice-Presi-
dency. I am indebted to one of the members of that body,
the Hon. Hiram Ketehn.ni, of ]S"ew York, an intimate and
much-loved friend of Mr. "Webster, for the following state-
ments :

" I have no letters from Mr. Webster in respect to Mr. Clay's nomina-
tion for the Presidency in 1831, but, previous to that nomination, I had
very full and free conversations with Mm in respect to it. He did not
favor the nomination of Mr. Clay, and I know that he desired the nomina-
tion for himself. I then, as in all subsequent time, was in favor of Mr.
Webster's nomination; but National Eepublican friends here, with whom
I acted, overruled my preference, and I was compelled to say so to Mr.
Webster Mmself. He acquiesced, and the Convention, of which I was a
member, unanimously, by open nomination, every man rising in Ms place
and naming Ms candidate, put Mr. Clay in nomination for President, and
John Sargeant for Yiee-President. During the session of the Convention
Mr. Webster passed through Baltimore, on his way to Washington, and
visited one of its sessions. After the convention had finished its work,
quite a large number of its members, I among them, went to Washington.
Mr. Webster and Mr. Kathan Appleton, then a member of the House of
Representatives from Massachusetts, invited us to meet Mr. Clay at dinner.
Several distinguished persons were present; among them, the late Alex-
ander H. Everett, Governor Bradish, Senator Jolmson, of Louisiana, etc.
I think there was very little confidence in the success of our ticket, yet I
went into the canvass with all the ardor of youth. Mr. A. H. Everett, on
that visit, dined with Mr. John Quincy Adams, who made no allusion to
the work of the Convention.'^